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l!'lembers of the Senate Finance Committee

Board of Directors and staff af Rimrock Fcundation [N=16CIj

HB 230- Mcving the Board of Crirne Control to Correctlons

We are opposed to this bilt and urge you to oppose it as well. The history of the Montana Board

sf Crime Control ls that it has been a vehicle for fsdernl dsllars to flow to communities ta fund
prevention, treatrne nt, and cnfpreernent projeets which wsuld otherwise not exist. For example,
many y€ars ago now, the MBCC seeded the development of Rimrock's Addiction Frevention
Library-the first and stlll the only such library in Montana. This library contains the latest
informatlan and videos, etc., on addiction and t'ras beconre an important resoLrrce fsr area-wide
schools. lt is a library in which schsols can call and order materials for the classrosm and have

them rnailed. fducators will tell yau just how important this is particularly to srnall schools.

A secsnd important project, and a current one, is thc funding for a jail-based treatment prograrn

which Rimr:ock operates in partnership with sur detention facility. This program has taken
historic recldivism rates for the mlsdsn'leanor populatisn in the jail from 7fi70 to 7% this past

fiscal year! There is nc *ther soiJrce cf funds for this program because, as you know, cqunties
and municipalities are strapped.

Why then do we oppose 58 230? Because if it is tolded Into corrections we do not expect any
cornmitment from them tn fund community-based pilnt cr demonstration projeets by private
programs like fiirnrock. The history of csrrections is that all funds go to incarceration pro}ects or
to help defray the reduction in their budget, You are belng told there will be no diffcrence lf this
major change is accomplished-don't belleve it! The sourc€ of the funds in Washington, tell us

very differentfy. All existing prograrns and grants would have to be re-authorized*a project
that could easily consume a year*not the 30 days the bill's sponsor is etalrning.

This bllN is nst in the interest of our ccunties and comrnunities as they seek to deve lop diversion
progran":s which ultlnrately save dollars for the crinrinaljustice systern. Please oppose this bil[.
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